How to use existing FD/SL copybooks in Screen
Programs

You can use the IDE to create data file descriptions and select statements using the Data View.
But if you have existing files, you do not need to enter them in the Data View. isCOBOL's IDE

can use FD/SL copybooks to generate the appropriate COPY statement in the COBOL source.
These are the steps to be followed:

1. In the Structural view expand your project, then expand your program and select 'File section'

r

sy workspace241B - testingproject1/screen/program.isp - Veryant IDE 2025R2 — O X
File Edit Source MNavigate Search Project Generate Run isCOBOL Tools Window Help
DB Biodvi0ivi%kdite - HOBEINIGED = & W 2w aiQ-H-0-Q%-ips #/-RE T
B-f-Cro-o-|m Q ®|%
Bstr. X (Dfle @Data = B [Jprogaml X = O 5= Outline X ¥ =0
f=l= ] | Q:D § ['[\j File Section Content Qutline not available
~ [ testingproject]
~ [ programi FD Files
> Screen section SL Files
#7 Report
[@ working Storage Declarative Files
3 Local storage Referenced FD/SL files
Thread-Local Storage
i Linkage section = Data Sets
L:f Event paragraph Neme:
7H isCOBOL Library [2025.2.1138.7] Data Layout:
=, Java Runtime [17.0.14]
Key: [ Properties i=0
Referenced Data Sets: Properties | Events | Exceptions| 2
Events:
Ens Property Value
MNarne Value v Info
derived false
editable true
last modified January 7, 2(
linked false
location CihUsers\Usi
E Waorking Storage|ﬁ Lo:al'itorage| Thread-LocaIS'toraga‘ (7] Linkage Section [ File Section Q Event paragraph | *; name program.is
- 3 path Stestingproji
i Servers X = B [& Problems x Bl Console 4’ Search L[]l Bockmarks J=| Tasks (5] History €] Ermorlog Y| % § =8 cize 4373 bytes
O S P _1% 0 items
Description Resource Path Location Type
Compiler mede: 'Debug’, Runtime mode: 'Run’
L

2. Double click in File Section to open the File Section panel; then, expand the 'FD files' and 'SL
files' on top of the 'File section' panel


https://support.veryant.com/phpkb/category.php?id=2

r'ris) workspace241B - testingproject1/screen/program 1.isp - Veryant IDE 2025R2 = O X

File Edit Source Mavigate OSearch Project Generate Run isCOBOL Tools Window Help

C-ER BidViBinitgme EOEINEIEIQl: &0 42w i@-%-0-Q%-ip&-iF[ET

f-Ft ey Q gl

Bstr.. X (Elfile @)Data =
cCoR|BES

~ [3% testingproject]

Content Outline not available

B [ progaml x = B Z= Outline X @ 8 = 08
£ & File Section

~ [ programi 1 £D Files
> [ Sereen section Graphical | Cobol Editor |
#F Report
[§ working Storage Import Copy File Link Copy File

Local Storage
Thread-Local Storage
i Linkage section Path Linked
Q Event paragraph
i isCOBOL Library [2025.2.1158.7]
=i, Java Runtime [17.0.14]

[ Properties X s =0
Properties | Events | Exceptions|
Property Value
w Info
derived false
editable true
5L Files last modified January 7, 20
o linked false
location Ch\Users\Usi
Iﬁ Working Storage‘ﬁ LocaIStorage| Thread-Loca\Storage| fih Linkage Section [ File Section Q Event paragraph | **; name program.is
g path Stestingproji
& Servers X = B [£] Problems X [ Console 4 Search L[|l Bookmarks ] Tasks £ History ] EmrorLog i | «# 8 =0 sire 4,373 bytes
= X055 Oitems -
Description Resource Path Location Type

Compiler mode: 'Debug’, Runtime mode: 'Run’:

3. Use the 'Link Copy File' button to browse for your FD and SL copybooks. You will be
prompted to link to a file in your current project or the filesystem (anywhere else on your
computer).

The difference between the above methods is:

* With "Select from filesystem" you can choose the file outside the workspace's folders and
the generated COPY statement will contain the absolute path.

* With "Select from project's source path" you can only choose files available (physically or
linked) into the workspace folders and the generated COPY statement will contain the
relative path.

We recommend the second approach to avoid conflicts created by moving the workspace folder or
sharing the project with other developers. You can add files from your filesystem to your project

by right clicking on the FDSL folder and linking them.

Here's a look at a file's FD and SL statements linked into the screen program:
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An alternate method of adding in your FD and SL copy files is to switch to the "Cobol Editor" tab
and pasting or typing the code to add the 2 files.
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The IDE will now add COPY statements to include your copybooks:

input-output section.
file—control.

“‘begin {iscobol}file-control
copy "myfile.sl"™.

‘end |({iscobollfile-control
data division.

file section.

‘begin {iscobol}file-section
copy "myfile.fd".

*end ({iscobollfile-section
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